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JCURNALISM OF COURAGE

EXPRESS OPINION

OPINION
i\ﬁodi is using a cannon to kill a cockroach NEWS / OPINION / COLUMNS

most powerful man and

i A confident democracy does not fear Sonam
e Wangchuk

€3 Listen (Bming)  [] Swve < Share

It talks to him. It lets students protest. And it allows peaceful marches to Parliament instead of treating dissent
as a threat

Written by:
C. Uday Bhaskar

4 min read

Jul 16, 2026 06:03 PM IST v
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| = Share
) Comments
1n recent weeks in [ndia, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's government's pmfou.nd in- = :
security has resulted in the deplatforming of college students who came together to .
form a satirical parody account called “Cockroach Janta Party™.
ia’s Chief Just -a Kant =
The Cockroach Janta Party (CJF) came to be aﬂe.r India’s Chief Justice Surva | [‘5} —

il ™~

or one examination. Itis

Sonam Wangchuk's insistence on a resignation is not simply about one minist

Hi€]l divedl Gulial
. a defence of the proposition that democratic politics requires a grammatical subject. Before institutions
Si] i q a\l H Iil 2@ I 6 can be repaired, we must acknowledge who specifically broke them

My daughter Swara and I went to Jantar Mantar on July 14. We went as

— 2,.' c-l w DS‘] 2 I citizens, to express solidarity with Sonam Wangchuk, and to make a simple

Glrg]]%i 1 B 5 V(i) clsaie] ot aidrysel] sadl o] : 6 loseal sl

Tm sorry but I'm unable to speak’: hero BlE/

ofIndia’s Cocl — 7l ™ h sy ataryy Nac
it e Che Washington Jost

One man's hunger strike changed India's

L ﬂiﬁi}ig' and engincer Sonam Wangchuk, who map. Can it still change politics? DA : '
icke -t urenead of anti-government tests i . = -
Sﬁllgéigrrroe?isgtlngcaﬂstoendhisfastuntllt]ﬁeﬂedl:;:cuafiso;m TG Ml | 5o mlsoe ]ndlas (Jen Z CO['kI.OaCheS tOOl\
ns Soutik Biswas

protest to the streets. Now they
rally around a hunger strike

An activist's hunger strike has become a rallying point for India's new
Cockroach Janta Party, a youthled movement that emerged in response to
exam paper leaks and student suicides

UNGER sy, ™ [UNGER STRIK

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN MUST RESIGN
#PRAD'® GOBACK )

By Sheikh Saaliq and Shonal Ganguly | AP

NEW DELHI — The protest camp came to life as student demonstrators

||||||||

rolled up their bedding after another night under the open sky. At the

heart of the camp, activist Sonam Wangchuk lay inside a tent, his

weakened frame showing the toll of weeks on hunger strike.

. . “If not fasting, what? Riots in the streets? That’s what we don’t want to
CJPcIﬁ gq Idﬁ oll I ﬂm Ia q Ialq\s 21 28 I zd] “ da?’i ICH Ia ?al Iqq I dln. So tlhis isga pea(‘eﬁl:llwa_v to take your voice to the government,”

” Wangchuk said on a recent afternoon as worried supporters checked on
Mlafifeia 52 8 : & 2nSuor B 412 ojuissdia 59 261 S : BBC .

him.
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